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Sherman Genealogy 

In the Direct Line 

From Thouas Sherman, I 
(cl443-1493) 

Through Rev. John Sherman, VII 

(1613-1685) 

To John Sherman, XII (1796-1860) 

and 

All His Descendants: 

Also 

All Children of the Direct Line 

Who Came to or Were Born in 

New England, and Many of Their 

Descendants ; 

AUo 

Mention of Other Sherman Lines 
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FORKWORD 



THE SHERMAN TRADE AND 
NAME 

In olden times the shearman sheared 
the long nap from the new-made woolen 
cloth (made from the wool sheared from 
the sheep by the shearer) and the name 
of his trade became the surname of the 
man. 

In common speech, shearman was often 
dipped to sherman. 

Therefore the surname was sometimes 
spelled Shearman, and sometimes Sher- 
man, among our ancestors. I have ad- 
hered to Sherman, to avoid confusion. 

The shearman, by industry, rose to be 
a cloth-maker; then, with greater capital, 
to be a cloth manufacturer — in old times 
called a clothier. 

As to the trade and name, the Century 
Dictionary says : "shearman; plural shear- 
men [Formerly also sheerman, sherman: 
From old English scherman, scharman: 
From shear plus man: Hence the name 
Shearman, Sherman.] One whose occu- 
pation it is to shear cloth." 
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Diss is in the Hundred of Diss, in the 
Southern part of Norfolk County, Eng- 
land, near the river Waverly. 

THE SHERMAN ARMS AND 
MOTTO 

Shield: Or, a Lion rampant sable be- 
tween three oak leaves vert. 

Crest (Yaxley) : A Sea Lion sejant 
per pale or and argent, gulte de poix, 
6nned of the first. 

Crest (Dedham) : A demi-lion ramp- 
ant sable. 

Motto: Virtute mortem vincere (con- 
quer death by bravery). 

SHERMAN LINES IN AMERICA 
Prior to 1700 

1684 :1 : Rev. John (p. 19) : many de- 
scendants, set forth in this Genealogy. 

1684: 2; Hon. Samuel (p. 7) Rev. 
John's brother : many descendants ; among 
them Gen. William Tecumseh Sherman. 

1684: 3: Capi. John (p. 7) Rev. 
John's cousin: many descendants; among 
them Roger Sherman, a signer of the Dec- 
laration of Independence. 
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, 1700?: 14: William, settled in New 
Jersey. 

1700?: 15: Thomas, settled in New 
Jersey. 

As to 2 : Hon. Samuel, above : He was 
the son of Edmund (p. 16) and was bap- 
tized July 12, 1618, at Dedham; went, 
with his father, to New England in 1634; 
was at Watertown, Mass., and Wethers- 
field, Conn., with his father; was after- 
wards at Stratford, Stamford and Fair- 
field, Conn, ; married Mary Mitchell 
(daughter of Matthew Mitchell and 
Sarah Butterfield and sister of Jonathan 
Mitchell, of Cambridge, a Fellow of Har- 
vard College; she was baptized October 
14, 1621, at South Owram, Halifax, 
Yorkshire, England) ; was a leading man 
in the New Haven Colony, and a conspicu- 
ous member in the church, being Assistant 
from 1662 to 1665; in 1665 was a mem- 
ber of the committee to assist in putting 
the Colony in a position of defense against 
the enemy (the Dutch) from Stratford 
to Rye; died April 5, 1700, at Fairfield, 
Conn. ; General William Tecumseh Sher- 
man was one of his descendants. 

As to 3 ; Capt John, above : He was 
baptized September 3, 1612, at Great 
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As to 4 ; PhiUipp, above : He was bap- 
tized February 15, 1611, at Dedhain; was 
son of Samuel, baptized January 11, 1573, 
at Dedhain, died 1616 at Ardleigh, Essex 
County; who was son of Henry, bom 
about 1547 at, probably, Dedham, buried 
August 28, 1610, at Dedhain; who was 
son of Henry (p. 13) : married Sarah 
Odding; went to New England in 1634; 
settled at Roxbury, Mass. ; went to Rhode 
Island, and was one of the purchasers of 
Aquidneck on March 24, 1638 ; was Sec- 
retary of a regular government which the 
settlers established there July, 1639 ; died 
at Portsmouth March, 1687; thirteen 
children; ancestor of Prof. Frank Demp- 
ster Sherman, of Columbia University, 
New York, who died September 19, 1916, 
"and was the supreme authority on the 
genealogy of the various branches of the 
Sherman Family in America," (and who 
aided me with advice and facts during his 
lifetime. — C. P. S.) 

As to 5 : Samuel, above : He was bap- 
tized October 20, 1601, at Dedham ; was 
brother of Phillipp, above ; married Grace 
; died at Boston, Mass., about 



1643 ; four children. 
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DIRECT LINE IN 
ENGLAND 

I: THOMAS SHERMAN, Ooth Mtr., 

Born about 1413 at, probably. Diss (p. 
6). 

Married Agnes 

Children; 1: John (II p. 11): S: 
Agnes. 

Died 1493 or 1498: Will, in Latin, 
dated November 4, 1493; proved April 
4, 1493. 

He lived at Diss, and then at Yaxley 
(p. 4) and was one of the notable men 
of both places. 

(Lineage is, of course, traced back- 
wards. The present tracing stopped at 
Thomas.— C. P. S.) 

II: JOHN SHERMAN. Ooth Mfr., 
Son of Thomas I (p. 11) : 



Born - 



: Thomas (III p. 12); 3: 



Married Agnes Fuller, daughter of 
Thomas Fuller. 

Children : 1 
Margery. 

Died 1604: Will dated August 10, 
1504; proved December 12, 1504. 

He lived at Yaxley (p. 4). 
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Married (1) Agnes (probably) But- 
ter, who was buried October 14, 1580, at 
Dedham (p. 4). 

Married (2) June 5, 1581, at Dedham, 
Marion Smyth Willson, widow of Ed- 
mund Willson : no children. 

Married (3) Margery ; no 

children. 

Children, by first wife : 3 : Henry (pp. 
8 and 9) : 4: Edmund (V p. 14) and 
seven others. 

Died 1590; Will dated January 20, 
1589-90, "in the twoe and thirtieth yere 
of the raigne of oure soveraigne Ladie 
Queue Elizabeth" ; proved July 25, 1590. 

He lived at Dedham (p. i) and then 
at Colchester. His Will contains the fol- 
lowing : 

"Ffirste : I bequeathe my soule into the 
hands of Almightie God my maker, ac- 
knowledging Jesus the sonne of the !yv- 
inge God my only Savyonre and Redeemer 
by whose pretious blood shedding all my 
synnes are washed awaye, which hath sat- 
isfyed the wrathe of God the father, and 
I by his merittes and by noe other means 
shall enherite the Kingdome prepared for 
the faithefull. I acknowledge the holie 
ghost the god of comforte which hath 
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Direct Line in England 



Married (2) September 11, 1684, at 
Dedham, Anne Clere, daughter of 
Nicholas Clere, of Colchester, Essex 
County, cloth manufacturer. Alderman, 
elected Member of Parliament March 28, 
1576, and again in 1578. 

Fourteen children {p. 16). 

Buried December 2Z, 1600, at Ded- 
ham. 

By his Will, dated August 1, 1599, 
codicil dated December 20, 1600, proved 
April 30, 1601, he gave to his son Edmund 
certain houses and lands, "and my Sher- 
man's oaiipation": also, "after my sis- 
ter's death, I give the field and tenement 
before given unto her during life, unto 
the Governors of the Public Grammar 
School in Dedham, to be improved for a 
dwelling house for a schoolmaster" : also 
authorized his son Edmund, and his heirs 
forever, to appoint a poor child to be 
freely taught by the Schoolmaster of the 
Public Grammar School in Dedham. 

(When I saw it on August 10, 1904, 
that "dwelling house for a schoolmaster" 
was still occupied by the schoolmaster; 
was called Sherman Hall ; had a sun dial 
on its front wall ; was in excellent repair, 
and was situate in the centre of Dedham 
on the principal street. — C. P. S.) 
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Direct Line in England 



men, to New England, where he could 
worship according to the dictates of his 
conscience, taking with him his sons Ed- 
mund, John and Samuel, and his daugh- 
ters Hester and Grace, and John the 
grandson of his uncle Henry. 

They sailed from Ipswich, in the ship 
"Elizabeth," "the last of April, 1634," 
for New England, and arrived at Water- 
town, Mass., in June. He went from 
there to Wethersfield, Conn., and then to 
New Haven, Conn,, where he died. As 
his wife is not mentioned, it is probable 
that she died at Dedham before 1634, as 
her last child was born in 1620. 

Children of Edhunq Sherman (p. 
16): 

1: Edtmtnd, baptized October 23, 

1599; married (1) ; went with 

his father to New England; was admitted 
Freeman at Watertown May 25, 1688; 
Selectman 1636; returned to Dedham; 
married (2) as a widower, December 8, 
1666, at Bilston, Grace Stevens, of Strat- 
ford, Essex Coimty; three children; was 
a doth manufacturer; died 1673; Will 
dated April 11, 1673, proved May 28, 
1673. 
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4 : Hester, baptized April 1, 1606, at h 

Dedham; married, either in England or ^ 
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DIRECT LINE IN 
AMERICA 



VII : JOHN SHERMAN, Minister, 
Son of Edmund VI (p. 16). 

Born December ZQ, 1618, at Dedham 
(p. 4). 

Married (1) Mary , who 

died September 8, 1644, at Milford, Comi. 
{Records of First Church, Milford, pp. 3 
and 8): 

Married (2) Mary Launce, who died 
March 9, 1710, at Watertown, Mass. 
(Bond's Watertown, p. 432). Cotton 
Mather says, in his Magn(dia (1702), 
that she was the daughter of the daughter 
of "Lord Darcy, who was Earl of Riv- 
ers," and that her father, "a Puritan 
gentleman" of Cornwall, England, was 
murdered in a dispute "against the Eng- 
lish Episcopy." ^ 

Chiujren: four by first wife and ten 1^ 

by second (p. 23) : 

Died August 8, 1685, at Watertown, 
Mass. His Will was dated August 6, 
1685, and proved October 6, 1685. 

He was educated at Immanuel College, 
Cambridge, England; but, being, like his 
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Direct Line in America 
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Conn., and was installed there November 
8, 1640. 

The General Court of New Haven 
Colony, on November 24, 1640, desig- 
nated him as one of five men chosen hy 
it to be Magistrates of the Colony. 

He was dismissed from the church at 
Milford November 8, 1647, and, Mr. 
Phillips having died, was called to the 
church at Watertown, Mass., becoming 
its third pastor; and was admitted Free- 
man of that town May 19, 1669. 

He was chosen a Fellow of Harvard 
College, at Cambridge, Mass., lecturing 
"for more than thirty years." 

He was a mathematician and an astron- 
omer, and published, from time to time, 
an Almanac, which went "into almost 
every cottage of the wilderness." 

Cotton Mather, in his Magnolia, 
(1702), besides the above quotations, says 
of him : "He was witty and yet wise, and 
grave, carrying a majesty in his very 
countenance; and much visited for coun- 
sel, in weighty cases ; and when he deliv- 
ered his judgment in any matter, there 
was little or nothing to be spoken by 
others after him. * • * Such keenness 
of wit, such soundness of judgment, such 
fullness of matter, and such vigor of Ian- 
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Direct Line in America SS 

Fellow of Harvard College. After a life 
of faithful service to Christ in the church 
for upwards of 45 years, in the fullness 
of time he passed away and received from 
Christ the palm of victory. In the 72nd 
year of hts age, August 8, A. D. 1685." 

Children of Rev. John Shesmak 
(p. 19) : By first wife: 

1: Mary: married (1) November 27, 
1656, Henry Freeman, of Watertown; 
(2) Lewis Allen. 

S : Bezaleel: bom 1640 ; B. A. Harvard 
1661 ; Merchant in Madras, where he died 
1685, leaving a widow and a daughter. 

3: Daniel: bom March 16, 1642; sea 
captain; married September, 1664, Abijah 
Street; eight children; died 1716. 

4 : Samuel: bom April 14, 1644. 

5; AUgaU: bom February 1, 1648; 
married At^st 8, 1664, Rev. Samuel 
WUlard; six children; died 1685. 

By second wife; 

^: James (VIII p. 84). 

7: Joanna: bom September 8, 165S; 
died young. 

8 : Abijah: died prior to 1702. 

9 : Elisabeth: married July ZO, 1687, at 
Concord, Samuel GaskHl. 
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IX: JOHN SHERMAN, 
Doctor, Magistrate, etc.. 

Son of Rev. James VIII (p. 84) : 

BoRH November 20, 1683, at Sudbury, 
Mass. 

Marbied November 9, 1701, Abigah. 
Wood Stone, who died March 8, 1773, 
at BrimBeld, Mass. 

Eight children (p. 26). 

Died November 28, 1774, at BrimJield, 
Mass. 

He taught school at Springfield, Mass., 
during which time he studied medicine, 
and graduated as a Doctor of Medicine. 

About 1722 he and other men took up 
land to the East of the Town of Spring- 
field, and organized the Town of Brim- 
field, and there he and his family settled. 

The settlers organized the "First Com- 
mittee of Brimfield," which set apart to 
each head of a family a grant of 120 acres 
and to one son in each family a grant of 
ISO acres additional, which lands were 
called "First Grant Lands," and which 
grants were confirmed by "The Great and 
General Court of the Province of Massa- 
chusetts Bay" June, 1731. ("Proprietors 
Records," at Brimfield, pages 19 and 20.) 
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X : THOMAS SHERMAN, 
Fanner, Soldier, 

Son oi John IX (p. 25): 

Born September 6, 1722, at Spring- 
field, Mass. 

Married September 12, 1751, Anna 
Blodgett, born April 10, 1784; died De- 
cember 10, 1808. 

Seven children (p. 28) : 

Died November 22, 1803, at Brimfield. 
Mass. 

He was an infant when his father 
moved from Springiield to Brimfield. 

He was a farmer; and was a private, 
under Capt. Thompson and Col. Daniel- 
son, in the "Lexington Alarm" in April, 
1775, and marched with his company, re- 
cruited in Brimfield and the surrounding 
country, to Boston, where he fought 
against the British. At the expiration of 
his enlistment he re-enlisted, in the same 
company, under the same officers, with the 
"Eight Months' Men," serving, as a 
private, from May, 1775, to January, 
1776. 

Children of Thomas Shehuan (p. 
27): 
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Direct Line in America 



6 : Sarah, bom March 28, 1765 ; mar- 
ried January 23, 1783, William Carpenter. 
7; Thomas. Jr. (XI p. 39). 

XI : THOMAS SHERMAN, 
Farmer, Captain, 

Son of Thomas X (p. 27) : 

BoHN December 28, 1766, at Brimfield, 
Mass. 

Married (1) July 9, 1789, Sarah 
TowNSLEY, born November 23, 1769 ; 
died June 13, 1811; daughter of Reuben 
Townsley and Abigail Morgan, 

Married (2) May 4, 1815, Marcy 
Morgan, died November 12, 1857. 

Five children (p. 29): 

Died January 14, 1844, at Brimfield. 

He was a farmer, and was Captain of 
the Town Militia. 

Children of Thouas Shebuan (p. 
29) by first wife: 

1 : Harris, bom February 22, 1790, at 
Brimfield ; married April 28, 1814, SaUi* 
Morgan; they settled at Brimfield, Ohio, 
of which he was one of the founders. 

3 : William, born March 17, 1798, at 
Brimfield; married Nancy Andrews, bom 
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Direct Ling in America SI 

became a partner of Silas C. Herring, 
who was born at Brimfield and was the 
inventor of Herring's Fire Proof Safes; 
remodeled, for his summer home, the 
house built by his great-grandfather John 
(p. 35), which was burned in 1875; built 
a large mansion on the same site in 1876 ; 
married May 9, 1855, at Boston, Mass., 
Catharine Maria Roberts, bom May 2, 
1836, at Boston, dau^ter of John Lever- 
ing Roberts and Catharine Maria Winne- 
berger, who died November 6, 1911, at 
Brimiield. He died October 8, 1886, in 
New York. 

Children of Elijah T. Shebuak 
(p. 30) : 

1 : Ella Maria, bom November SI, 
1858, at New York; married December 
81, 1885, at New York, William Spring 
Haynes; she died August 25, 1893, at 
New York ; no children. 

2 : Everett, bom July 18, 1862, at New 
York; married October, 1894, at Brim- 
field, Bessie F. Brown, daughter of James 
Reed and Sarah Brown ; he died Ms^xh 1, 
1901, at Brimfield: no children. 

3 : Florence, bom July 10, 1864, at New 
York; married May 9, 1894, at New 
York, Dr. William Smith Pearsall, son of 
Dr. Samuel J. Pearsall and Carrie E. 
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Married (1) May 28, 1823, at Otisco, 
N. Y., Lucy Pomeroy King, bom No- 
vember 30, 1798, at Northampton, Mass. ; 
daughter of Joseph King and Lucy Pom- 
eroy (p. 33) ; died September 24, 1841, at 
Homer, N. Y. 

Married (2) 1847, Mrs. Emeline 
Peck Field, born 1800 at Onondaga 
Valley, N. Y.; died 1880 at Howell, 
Mich. : no children. 

Five children, by first wife (p. 38), 

Died July 11, 1869, at Homer, N. Y. 

He was edticated at the Brimfield 
School, and helped his father on the farm. 
About 1822 he followed his brother IVill- 
iam (p. 29) to Homer, N. Y., which was 
settled in 1791 by people from New 
Haven, Conn., and became his partner in 
general merchandise, the firm becoming 
the leading one of the town and vicinity. 
In 1830 he bought a house and store; 
dissolved partnership with his brother, 
and continued business alone, retiring 
from business about 1852. He was a 
member of the Congregational Church at 
Homer, and was one of the influential 
citizens of the town. 

Lucy Pomeroy, the mother of Lucy 
Pomeroy King Sherman, was the daugh* 
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